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First Olympic Star

by David Dupuif?SHOF

Jean Thompsn - Part 1:A budding star!

In 1928, it wasannounced thatvomen athletes would be allowed to
compete for the first timan the upcomingSummer Olympic Games in
Amsterdam, HollandT'his edictwas controversiain world society even
Pierre de Coubertirthe founder of the modern Olympics, was against their
participation for sports were deemed too strenuous for womédde
Coubertin had oncstatedY X Kfithe Olympic Games, ther 6 2 YSY Q& 0
participation should be limited their primary role should be likenithe
ancient tournamentXinvolved only irthe crowning of the male victors
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Leading up to this moment
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popularity, and the pressure was on,
primarilyfrom Europe, to allow
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1924, the Olympic movement was
officiallyopen for the consideratioof
such an ideand by1928;five events
were deemed suitable2 y I & {
olarasédd® hyS 27F
800 meter racewhichwould be
timely for Penetanguishene and a
certain sevengenyearold girl.




Penetanguishene, Ontarat this timein the 1920s waa small town
of a few thousand peoplknown for producingtar hockeyplayers.The
dusty entrance to town wamarkedby asetoff Sgf & RSOl G§ SR
(at right)installedin fancy ceremoniesafew yearsandforests orcow
pastures.

Jean Thompsonvas ornin Torontoon August 10th, 191Before
moving to Hamilton, OntThefifth of seven childrero Margaret and
David Thompsarthe familythen had moved to Penetanguishene when
her father took a job as a molder at the Dominion Stove Foundry. She was
an active child who it was said loved the outdoors. A natural athlete, she
took a shining tosoftball and became one of the best young pitchers in
town. In addition, &ie belonged to the @iGuides and wadeeply
involved along withher family in Presbyterian Churdife.

Within the church, shdoecamea Sunday schodkacher and partook
N0 KS | 2dzy3 t S2L) SQa {-goluskptaed was kédA A
by everyne. Tragedy struk the family ayear before she entered High
Schoolwhenher mother Margaretwaskilled in a car accident on Labour
Day weekend in 1924. SNJ Y2  KSNXRa RS/ dokhesl & |
young teen and she lmame more sullershyandvery quietwhich
sometimesmasked a quiet determination to succeed in whatever she did

When she entered High Schaonl1925 shebeganparticipaingin
athletics particularly excelling ahort distancesprintingand high jumping
whichOl dZA K (KS S&Sa 27 athlecoadHDderR t Q &

‘ Wendlingp Yy 26y | FFSOGA2Y LGS

& 2 A Y, Redvéuld begintraining her in these
eventsfor the next three years.

They grew a trusting bond and she did
B everything he told her to do which includéae
& unorthodox idea ofunning base paths with
% Herb Beauchamps baseball tearAs first she
was nothing out of the ordinargf average
S height and weighed approximately 118 ltnst
1 S’"‘“* gradually her speed increased to the point

L where he saw full potential in her




They often went ugo the Payette race traclocatedon the outskirts
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athlete himself imisuniversitydays he would challenge her and
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impressiveas she began winning all the local competitions in the 100 yard
dash and the high jump. But how would she fare against tougher
competition?
To find out, Wendling entered herintogh / | Yy RAL Yy 2 2YSy
and-Field Championships in the spring of 198he would place third in
both her events. Knowing the sixtegmarolds third place finishes in both
the 100 yard dash and the high jumps were impressive for a young girl
from small bwn Ontario, Wendling now knew that her chances against
these Toronto trained star athletes both events were slimin an
OlympicsenseVS |y ¢l a4 3J22R>X 0dzi (GKS& ¢SNB
Jean had always beenslow starter as a runner yet he had
recognized heenormous potential, noting how she always coald A y A a K
a 0 NP yieh iddévéned on himshe was a long distance runner! He
approached her with a plaro train for dthe 800metreé,ay S 6 62 YSYy Q:
eventat the upcoming Olympic$. K SNBE G SNBy Qi ooolld/ & g 2
run this long distanceWas she gamePhe competitiveness in her could
not resist.
Wendling knew that Jean had what it totikgo the distanceand
geared her training specifically fdre 800 metre Running daily beside his
carup and down ChurchtShe would shouinstructionsfrom the car
window while teachingher how to gauge her speed, how to hold up and
save hereservefor the last finishing sprintt was on these long runs
where $1e soon built up her stamina and speed to an unbelievabld.leve
Yet, nost of her training took place up at the haifile Payettehorse
racetrackwhich handily was exactly 800 metres. Soon, even the famed
horseman].T. himseldnd other racingfficials, stopwatchingher for
timing authenticity. Wendlingsoon hadher runningunofficial times of
2:25 minutes almost two full seconds below the official world record
mark! By the time the local meets arrived the spring of 1928e was
ready.



Jean ThompsonPart 2: Conguerin@ntario!

At the localHuroniatrials in early Junef 1928 Jean Thompson
stunned everyone presemxcept her trainershy not just winningeasily
odzii ASGGAY 3 I UWPeat? BePdinBalidalsNBE O2 NR @
But word of herocaltimestravelled farpast the region to theauth
where various Toronto Athletic Cluls®onsent representatives to
Penetanguishen&ying to persuade the girl to come to Torontim fact,
representatives pressured her and her family so mingt in the weeks
leading to the provincial trialthey had her itearson many occasions
attemptingto convince heti K & A F & K S rekdglizgdube, LI NI
aKS g2dzZ RYyQl oS | 6f Ss.HerdlredbeseemifglyS Ay
out of her reach, Ise was on the verge of quittingder coach was not
impressed by thdig citystrong-arming!
G¢KS OKAST RAFTFTAOdZ & ¢S KI S Aa
Wendlingcomplainedto Toronto Star reporter Lou Marskhen they
arrived in Toront® &t 2 9 SNFdz Ay Tt dzSyO0Sa KI @S
her to come dowrhere tojoin some oftheclubs L ¢2dz R f A1 S
Toronto Clubs leave her alone, for they are annoying and interfering with
her training €
At the Olympic Provincidlrialsat a wet and sogg¢ 2 NP yarsgyQa =+
Stadiumon Monday,June 12, 1928 her appearancenust have gone
unnoticed byspectators She was probably dressed normally without the
fancy uniforms and fancy cleats other runnersHadi ¢ 2 dzft Ry Qa4 G |
for that to changeFirst she fiockedeveryone by winning her heat in the
100 metes (which wasnot her marquee eventadvanengto the 100
meter finals Here, she would bagainst two highly trainednd very fast
Toronto Club runners, Florence Bell and Ethel Smith, who were expected
to leave her in their dust.
From thestart of thegun, i K I { €lljt wh&t BdppenedasJean
started slowy and the two favourites weréar ahead With Bell and Smith
locked irto a close battlewithin the last fifty yardsJeancameup from
behind so stronglyhat shewasright behind them finishinga closethird.
Andasal NBEK Y2U0SR AYyXGKR2ESNR gl ARA T VEA
fAGGES tSYySilry3a KAIK aOKz22f 3IANI 6z



The crowdof eighteen hundredrack & field spectators wastunned
on its feetand cheering enthusiastically for her and the twther runners.
Her feat did not go unnoticed arttie excited buzavasnow to see what
she would do in hepreferredeventc the 800 metre.They saw her
strength build down the stretch and figured this could be interesting.
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¢ KSNB ¢ S NEdE800 metrergniersarbund. It was a
grueling distanceJearwas pitted againsbnly eightother competitors
who includedLauraPlummer and Hettie Begley, both from Toronto
Athletic ClubsPlummer had been a last minute entry and unfamiliar with
running that great a distance. Still, before the day had bebgoth had
beenexpected tobeat her.Now all bets were off.

From the gunall the girls started strongly buiean set her own pace
and finally began to pull away from the other twatil the finishline and
easily outpaced the other two girlbeating the runnetup Plummer by ten
yardsandalsobesting her previous world recomlith a time of 2:26The
crowd went crazyJean Thompson had arrived! Penetanguishene had a
world champiorrunnert
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demonstration of enthusiasm and crowned her as the sweetheart of the
YSSUHE

Upon her return from Torontcshe was tle talk of the townDespite
the accolades, she continued her training until her departure for Halifax
and hopefully after thatAmsterdam, Holland and the Olympi&eeing
her talent and potential for themselvesfficials at Toronto track clubs
called Jen by telephone and kept up the pressure for her to train in
Toronto at their facilities with their coaches. Wendling was having no part
of it as hevoicedagainin a statement to the Toronto Star dfriday,June
16", 1928:



GL Y OGN AYA yThe téid Wants BeNtB repredentS € T @
Penetangvhois financing her training and her trip to Amsterdam. When
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Just prior to her leaving large celebration was held at the War
+SGSNIYQa tFEN)] 2y al Ay { (2dB1928. A2 v
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her with gifts for her upcoming trips. She was wildly cheered as she
stepped ontothe stage along with her coach.

After one verse oth Q/ | § Mdyorw.SEgo read a wellvorded
letter on behalf of Council and citizemscongratulatng &an r her
success in Toronto and wishing her well in future meets

He then presented her with a steamer trunk and a complete outfit
for her wardrobe. It should be noted that the two members of parliament
present were from Penetanguishenine Member ofthe Canadian
Parliament, Alfred. B. Thompson and Charles E. Wright of the Provincial
Legislature both congratulated her and wished her future success.

Businessman William F. Beck presented her with a fitted traveling
oOF3I® aNWP t ®/ ® al fsfSloreid Midldhd an&Kadotier2 2 f & 2
Midland merchant Mr. George J. Moore presented her with a leather and
silk lined traveling cas@heYoung People of the Presbyterian Church
Society made other presentations and the Girl Guides gave her a
handsome kiltFathe Phillippe Brunelle, Dr. Whittaker and Mrs. Smith
each took a turn in wishing her well.

Finally Jean stood anthough shy by nature, strongtipanked
everyone for the gifts andupport.

GaAraa ¢K2YLJAZ2Y &aK26SR akKS gl a y2
I 3§ Knewdwitatedree Presafterwards Jeanthen called up
her coach to speak on her behalf. Mr. Wendling spoke on how much grit
and determination Jean had displayed in preparing for her evenigane
insight into her training and determimian, congratulatng her on her
success.
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He thanked the community fats manygifts along with itsmonetary
and spiritualsupportof his runner The national anthem was then sung in
its entirety before the hero was given a final rousing seffdDays lger
she left forToronto and therHalifaxon June 28.

Jean Thompsor Part 3: Making the Canadian Olympic Team

In Halifaxin 1928 Jean did it again by capturing the gold medal at
the Canadian Olympifrialsin early Juland agairsetting another world
record shattering her previousarkwith a time of 2:21 4/5 seconds.

When the Ontarias 2 Y S téddéreturned triumphantly from Halifax on

the evening of July™ only a few friends and family were there to greet
0KSYZ o0dzii S @SNh&@gta@riadeSuy iorkide Qntario

girls had all won gold and made the team and with the exception of Jean,
had come from Toronto.

An article in the Toronto Daily Star on July 10th stated:

GaAraa WSIYy ¢K2YLA2ys> K2 O2dz R
without cutting her hair much shorter, has moved Penetang right out of
GKS GFrff GAYOSNR o0& UGUKNBS GAYSA 0NE

She was the gold medal favourite heading to Amsterdam, but her
coach was pensive. Unable to make the trip with her, and knghad WS I y C
competitiveness, Wendling warned the young gimbl people around her
nottoletherlJN} O0AOS gAGK GKS YSyQa G4SIyY:
trying to keep up or beat her male teammates.

On Julygth, she left Penetanguishene for Tororeocompaniedoy
Wendling. He travelled with hexs far as Brockvilleefore bidding her
farewelland goodluckl S gl & 1SSyfeé RA&ILILIRAYDS
accompany her all the way to the Games. He left strict instructions on how
shewas totrain, hopingthat Phil EdwardgheYSY Q& ynn Y S NS
and Captain Cornelitldong withBobby Kerr would take her under their
wing.



The next
dayonJuly 16, B
theg 2 Y S sho
Y S yténin
members from
Ontario were
given a rousing
sendoff at Union
Stationfrom
Toronto by Mayor ESF
gathered guests o » e 4
and over 500 welwishersbefore boardmg the train for the one day trip to
Montréal. When the train stopped at Trentothe women were called to
aspeciaimeeting bythe O2 I OK 2 F { KBSbbyFDideén, whhS | Y
chastised some of the women reldasackteam at havingbeen caught
drinkingsoda popa few daygrior.

. 2dz OF yQi o¢WN§¥ KS NBEEFBR RghRdIDARJ
will be in strict training and will be expected to live up to the schedule the
same aslie men.You can enjoy yourselves after you have won at
Amsterdame
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where they were met by the remaining members of the Canadian Olympic
team. There they werall addressed byayor Houdewho receiveda
rousing round of applause.

Spent and tired, they gathered up their luggdmgfore boardng
buses for the short ride to the pidine transferring to théWhite Star Line
ocean liner S.S. Alberti¢. KS ¢ 2 Y I yidvalubbe8 theMatchless
Six,and the rest of the Canadian tegteft for Amsterdam a6.00 a.m. o
July 11" out of Montréal for the week long trip across the Atlantic.

For Jean Thompsothe youngesteam membeyit was an exciting
time. Shehad never been on a ship befoaad perhas because of this
she was noted to be quiet and shy, almost withdrawn




But to the other team membershe was a valuable member of the
team and everyone looked out for hdduring theoceantrip, the regimen
was simple but strict:

8 a.m.- morning salt wéer bath

9 a.m.- breakfast

10.30 a.m.- work out in gym

1.00¢ lunch

230pmcm KNJ g1 FNRdzyR 0KS RSOJ
6.00p.m.- dinner

8.00 p.m¢ dancing & light fun

10.00¢ bed, observed by chaperone

After the ship docked
in Southamptoron July 18,
they made a quick stop in
London before journeying b
steamer to Holland, arriving
there at five in the morning.
They were met by Dr. A.S.
Lamb, manager of the
Canadian Olympic teamvho
gave theteammaps,
directions and tourist
brochures.The girls then
made their way to the
Pension Regina boarding |
house where they would be
residingand by that
afternoon had had their first
work-out at the Olympic
Stadium which was right .
nearby. They would get two £
hours of practiceevery T
afternoon.




Anotherunique aspector the ladies teanwascontendngwith the
press. They were mobbed everywhere they went and besieged by
autograph seekers at every turn especially the beautiful fighper Ethel
| T GKSN¥22R ¢6K2 g2dd R 0S02YSesiy26y |
And because Jeamas from a small town, the other team members
0S3AlLY OFffAy3a KSNI WFI NY¥SNDRD® 2 KSySg¢
crank telephone used in rural areas, team members would turn to her and
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Jean Thompson lookedrivard to one of the mosglorioustimes of
her life:the Olympic Games. For the reigning 800 meter world champion
the upcoming days would be full ifn andexcitement.
But utnbeknownst to the 17 year oldigh school studentthe
immediate future vas abait to dish outits fair share of challengdae her
as well

Jean Thompso Part 4: At the Olympics!

t SY Sl y 3 deandaTKosysénthad been warned by her coach
back home, LA Wendling, not to train with the meamd for the first few
days of practiceshe was left alone to her own devices. She knew what to
R2 YR K2g (G2 R2 AbGd .dzi GKS LINRPOCE ¢
directly with or under the men, she still practiced at the same time as
them.

In her own words, written years later to Hel®ubeau in
t SYSilFy3daAaaKSYySsT WSIFEY NBYSYOSNBR (F
on deaf ears:

G! yF2NIdzy 6Stezx RdzS G2 €101 27F [/ |
continue with my training under my own coach on boé#nd ship or in
Holland, so | was put undéhe Canadian Olympic coach for theenQ &00
YSGNBE NUzyy SNB ®¢ { KS mér?Tde movedaguRiS NI A y ¢
have dire consequences.



A week before the games were set to begin, Jean was running calmly
around the Olympic track when fellow teammate JacKtéra, the 1500
metre runner, came up beside her. They held steady for a few moments
talkingbefore Walters went to pass her. Jean sped up, not wanting him to
pass He went fasteandso did sheBefore anyone could do anything
about it, the ever competitie Jean was racing him at ftilt and of course
KS yagSNBR KSNXY {dzZRRSyfeéz KSNJ F22(
legendary spongy surface and she tefitabbing pairshootingup her left
shin. She stopped immediately and had to be helped from the track.

She was carried back to her hotel roamgreat pairandher leg
massaged. She was ordered to sthed restuntil further notice leaving
her frustrated andangy. The next day the leg was still sore and she was
ordered to stay in bed for another threays.Three days before hdirst
heat she tried the leg but it was still tendeonfining herto bed fora
further three days

It was a quietworrisome time for the ladies teamspecially when
Jane Bell developed shin splints on the same spongy &nradkvas also
laid up to rest alongideJan Their mood was elevated slightly when they
were allowed to attend and watch the opening ceremonies from the
stands and cheer on their team as it made its way into the stadium.

But for a young high school studethe pressure on Jean was
enormous and the injurforcing alack ofpracticewas difficult for her to
accept, especially given her competitive nature. Her nerves were getting
the better of her and began to alarm the teahmt she might not be even
able o compete. Team manager Alex Gibb understandingly remarked:

G. SR A& y20 I LIX I OS {2J)eddNdsbdeNS T2 NJ
expected to be a sure gold medal winner.

The situation seemed to be getting worse by the day and Manage
Gibb had to act fastHefinally approached runner Bobbie Rosenfeld to run
in the 800 metre as a moral support for the young girl. At first the runner
was vehemently opposed and incredulous, but she finally relented,
al @AY3AYEXR2Y Qi SELISOG | yeédikahcgad T NER )
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In herown 800 yarcheaton
Wednesday, August 1st928,
Rosenfeld placed third which
meant a buy into the finals. Je@n |
heat was the third and final one for
the 800 metre. Buoyed by her ~ ® -\ :
GSEYYFGS5Qa STT2 N "'& IS JB9S R
up to the line, ler left leg MR LA Lo B
bandaged, determined to hold her§ =\
own against a field of ten other '}/ \
runners ' o *r—

At the sound of the gun, Jear] %
jumped out to a quick lead. After
the first halflap, the younggirl was
still handily in the lead by six yards
As the second and finkdp
unfolded, the other runners begang
to gradually close up near her but
Jean reciprocated by speeding up |
to draw away from the field. A latef& %
charge by the American and
DSNXYI Y NHzyy SNBE ¢ I henagdieanScsivge dafioks the2z O
finish line with a ery comfortable lead.

| 2YUNROSNEE NBIFNBR Ada dafereanKSI| R
was found to havéeenpaced by a teammate on the infield clear
infraction. The infraction was overlooked despite a protest by the
Canadian delegatiorCanadian cach Robinson issued a public statement
G2 0KS STFSOG GKFG a/IFYFIRALY | GKE S
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The incident overshadowed her having set another world reddet.
picture was splashed across tiel (0 Afdnfagesand 2dz al NAKQA
headlines wergead anxiously and proudlyack home:
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IN EVENTS!
Still, Jean was now in the finals, but her injury was clearly bothering
her, especially after the heaDespite the pain she was pleased with her
heat and her time, she had even bested her old world mAgshe limped
from the track,she wentright badk to bed. She would have 24hrs to rest
her injury before the biggest race of her life!

Jean Thompson Part 5: The Biggest Race of her life!

Nine runners, including still bandagedean and Canadian
teammate Bobby Rosenfield, lideip forat 3.45 p.m. fothe 800 Metre
Final on Thursday, August"?, 1928 It was the event of the day and many
in the crowd held their breath. It was still felt by some that this distance
was toolongfor women to rungivencollapsed runnersvere obsened
I TGSNJ &S a | ®sRihgéherargunsntsil &

From the gun, Jegmmped out of the gate and into the lead but by
the first half wasrunning a closehird to two German girlsvho were
setting a frantic paceAt the beginning of the second anddl lap she was
overtaken by the Swedish runndggathering herselflean recharged
overtaking B .
one of the \ >
Germans for :
third and held
her position as
they neared
the final
stretch.




Suddenly, Hitomof Japamade acharge,and as she drew even with
the yourg Canadian, her swinging arms accidentally struck Jean, which
knocked her off stride and her concentration. The collision seemed to
shake upJeanand she wasuddenly beginning to fadeadlywith the
Americanclosing in on hefor fourth spot Seeing whahad transpired,
her teammateBobbieRosenfield dashed ympassed fourunnersandin
one of the most selfless acts in Olympic histoingw up even with her
young teammatecoaxngthe teenager to turn it on and beat hefhe
move worked and Jean turnedon with Rosenfeld urging her amhile
falling back slightly so that the Pansy would finrsfourth placeahead of
her.

14 0KSe ONR&aaSR GKS FAYyAaK fAyS:
shoulder in comfortAfter taking a few stepsedn dropped downd the
ground intears and Rosenfeld sat down beside her, to comfort and
console herher arms around her

Many in the stands beliewlthat Rosenfeld could have finished in
fourth and even highethat daybut this was®S | Y Q &RodehfeldSelt
that she was there to support hemot beat her

The move by Rosenfeld was called one of the most profound
moments of Olympic sportsmanship ever witnesdedspite finishing out
of the medals, Jean still managetspite her injury, to break her old
worlds mark foithe fourth time, as did theother runners ahead of her.

10 0KS NI OSQa O2yOfdzaAaAzys &aSOSNI
ground in exhaustion, including Jean. Officials rushed onto the track to
administer First AidThescene of women iseemingly irdire need after
thisarduous effort, bolstered the case that women were not up to being
in the OlympicsSadly, because of this race, the International Athletic
Federation would ban all races longer than 200m&t | YR 62 YSYy Q3
longer than half a lap frorthe Olympicghroughoutthe next 32 years.

In reporting the raceMarsh penned:

dUnder the circumstances, Miss Thompson was in too fast a company
odzi AKS YAIKEG KIFIPS 0SSy dzLJ §KSNB A
with sore legs. Who would haverexr thought that any girl could have
0SIFGSY WSIYy ¢K2YLA2YyQa 06Said 0AYS 0¢
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the great performance of Jean who ran with a bandaged leg. Penetang
need feel no pangs of disgre over Jean Thompsén!

Back at the Pension Regina, the girls came together to console Jean
and lift her spirits. Despather injury and layoffJeanhadrun her fastest
time ever!She had to be proud of that! In time shewd realize thidut
it took time, in fact, a lifetime

When the dust clearedhe Canadiarg 2 Y Sy Qa Nddld & (St
later clean house ané&thelCatherwoodwould winthe high jump Add to
thatwasWS I y Q& ¥ hidkNadKts didfpdin® St would all add up
and helpCanad& sixwomenedge out the22 women on theAmerican
team¥T2NJ FANRO LI I OS | Y2 ydghlawereap&is 62 YS
dubbed The Matchless Sor their heroic effort

On August 28th, 1928, the six Canadian women; Jean Thompson,
Bobbie Rosenfield, Ethel Smitfiyrtle Cook, Ethel Catherwood and Jane
.Sttt RAASYOIFINJ SR FTNRY GKSANI GNI AY
delight of a huge crowd. Over 200,000 people ecstatically cheered the
Matchless Sikhere and along a parade route through downtown Toronto.

Little did they know . e
that an even more |
enthusiastic crowd of
over 100,000 awaited
them at nearby
Sunnyside Park along
with Mayor McBride and
OntarioPremier
Ferguson for an official
welcoming homeAt this
huge gathering the girls were given gifts from the pnoe and city as a
token of appreciatiormandwere asked to say a few wordg/hen Jean
stepped up tareceiveher gift, a beautiful wristwatch, she was bashful and
apologetic.

L RARY QO R2 &s$he said bittersWegtly Snd quiety R 2
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smile finally, made wider by the huge ovation.
As she stepped down from the stage in Toronto, she looked forward
to the train ride home to Penetanguisheniglaybe there she could be
consoled from the disappointing sting that ached in bempetitiveheart.

Jean Thompsor Part 6: Still # 1 in our hearts!

Jean Thompson returned home to Penetanguishené¢he evening
of August 28 1928, to the greatest reception the town had ever
witnessed.The railway station at the bottom of Main Street was
surrounded by a huge crowd.
As the train pulled in with the guest of honour, tleearose a cheer
that truly made her smilen the huge crowd, gung men held up
bouquets of pansies, in salute to their hero, their Penetang Pdntig
did they know that she hated the nickname.
2 KSY WSIFYy |LILISEFNBR G GKS GNI AYyQ.
uniform, the roar of approval was deafening

After Mayor Ego made a short speech
welcoming her home, she was escorted to a
waiting car and driven up parade style amidst
lights and torches to the cenotaph for a more
formal gathering and a largerowd waiing.

At the gathering, she stood on thewn
fire truck and talked of the love of family and
FNASYRA YR gl a GKIy]1 Tdz
support, that her world fame was the result of
the support of her hometown .

The mayor gave another short speech
and then presented her with an octagonal cup
in honour of the glory she had brought to
herself and her town.



