The 1934Penetanquishene Spencer Foundry Rangers

With baseball seasan full swing, it seems only appropriate to be reminiscing about a
local teanthat literally dominated baseball throughout Simcoe County and further, right
downto playing for the Ontario Baseball Association Provincial atl@inst Chathanm

1934.Thatclub was the Penetanguishene Spencer Foundry Rangers.

| had theprivilege of sittingdown with Mr. Gerry Barbour, a membeof that very ball

teamwhich ledto afascinating and highly informativeonversatiorbetween usGerry

presently irhis9 0 6 sa memasy that mosif uswould be envious oandhewas kind

enough to share hikoughts ananemoriesvith me. His recollectionto detailwasthe

main resource in gathering information about the Spencer Foundry RaBgands a

noted author in his own right. His works includld=un and Games and Airpl
goes into the manufacturing of Avro Aircrafies, there were motban justthe one

cancelled byhe Rime Minister at the timgthe Right Honourable John Dieteake), as

described and witnessed bg®@y in his emplognent in the aircraft industry.&sry also

wr ot eTickledR TalesSuper Sportstsor t sdé, a col l ection of golf
flying stories,aswellasa t ruly i nterestingly whimsical e X
years in Penetanguishene in the APRXKROGsSs and 3

in the Past of Penetanguisige
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Part 1
The Begqinnings of a baseb@loftball)team

There was really no such thingasorgaeid baseball in the mid 192«
actuallycame to fruitionin a roundabouvay as a result of some undesirable behawour

by abunch of teenagetbkat included his older broth&oug,along with some of his pals

including BobCrippin, gotthemselves in hotwateri t h Ger r ygeingmot her by
caughtraiding t h e n éNir.gvicEroyliToldandlrommy Swediapple tree.



Mumsy,as Gerry lovingly called his mother, became so incetisdhe literally

insistedto hisflheri d o s omet hing with those boys to ke:
of t r ou bvwhenArdy Barboartatme up with the idea to form a softball team.

There hadheverbeen any form ofball in town up until that point. Baseball was

something that the pros playget softballwas somethingll together differentGerry

even went to the lotdbrary to learn about the rules and how the game was played.

Word got out that there would be tryouts held for this sdakithg placeat the field

behi nd SttholicEhurcleEventudllyga team was formed aritis where they

played their games.

Gerry himself was responsible for providing the nahtheteam by suggéisg the

AL i o n T thante gafrom the Mutt and Jeffomic strip inthe newspaper, where

Mutt became part of a bunch of boys who had formed awding thainame.Gerry

hi msel f was considered to be too young to pl
for the team, the guy wh ongdooatoasyfromvtbeddnsd fipas s
in helpngthe ball cluboutf i nanci al | y. firétcheicecasglebal bhis Ger r y o s
sights seton beingthebaso f or t he ¢l ub, however Peter naP
scoopthat job, so Gerrpegrudginglya c c e pt ed t he battheayhadte haker 6s |
accept his suggest i dheteanoboughtimte theme aniéosn new nan

sweaters were obtainedi t h  Gatherasynarsmgeof the club.

The team hd little equipment; theatchemwas theonly player who wore a hanrdade

glove, which was put together from leather scraps obtained from the tannery located at

thens t h end of Fox Street next thvenwdlyat i s now
Ger r y 60 mandgaditchobtaia ¢ at c h kecabse catola®erkett Quigley was
takingabeatingp e hi nd t he pl ate. GazemgyrSmingfGaddh er cont
Company in Toronto and scraped up enoagbney to purchasthe new mask, but other

than onebatandone ball that was it fothebaseball gealheyplayed againstarious
pick-upteamsfrom town, one of them from players wheed fupthel i nes 6 at t he n
end of Church Street.

Whenthe actual team was chosen,rthevasa shortfal not ably t hey didnodt

pitcher amongst thplayers They tried pretty much everyone on team;however no



one could throw strikes consistenfiheyended upecnitinga playef r om tthee A up

I i ne safellow by the name afoeHale. When Joe came to his first tryout, he came

alongwith his personal coaglnis grandmother. During his audition, Joe had trouble

throwing strikesohis grandmother took the mnd and showed him how it was done.

She flung strike after strikdv i n d retylé, bubJodad toutilizet he fAsl i ngshot o
because he had ken his arm when he wasyoungster restrictingis range of motion.

Onced o g@rgdmother trainednd adjs t e d J o e, besvasdféid the vaees.y

The infield consisted of Jim Bald at first, Bob Crippin at se¢étadtold Crippin at
shortstopand FredDevillers playing third. The outfielders were Jack Symons, Doug
Barbour and BuckMIcIintaggart As mentismedbefore Bernett Quigley handled the
catching duties with Petér P e Sp@arrassigned abat boy. These young men formed

thed ® i g i thaFenet@rguishene Lion Tamers.

The team practiced night after night andrstitey became good, quite goddhey
eventually joined d&eague consistingf teams from Midland, Orillia, Hillsdalé&tayner,
Minnesing and Creemoré.h ey even di d s osnehplatdsa®aris,t or mi ngo

Owen Sound, SouthamptaandKincardine.They were winning They won adt.

In their first year of existence they faced a strong Midland team who defeated them in the
semtfinals. Not deterred, the following year they pressed on to capture the Simcoe
County Softball Championship.

Here is a photographf t he @A Or i gi n aLion&amerPladeperndent gui s hen
Softball Champions of Simcoe County taken by the noted photograptietera J.W.
Bald.
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Top RowL-R: Bob Crippin, DougBarbour, Harold Crippin, Jim BalBront Row L-R
Jack SymonsBruce(Buck) Mclintaggart, Pete(Peg)Spearn (Bat Boy). BernetQuigley,
Fred Devillers
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Part 2

The PeretanquisheneSpencer Foundry Rangers

The Penetangui shene Lion Tanmge rTswewetriee sfoo rwrheedn
things were booming around therth American continenespecially in the United

States. Professional baseball was at atirak high in popularityas the bigity

newspapers carried stories about the stars of the game creating pl@sanp | e 6 s mi nd s
that became household nam&ke New York Yankees led the way year after year and

boasted such noted stars as Babe Ruth and@etuig Baseball fever reached into



Canada and patrticularly the small town of Penetanguishene. The popul&nigysplort
combined with the succesétbe Lion Tamers capturdtie attention of some wetio do
business merThey were associated with the Spencer Fouaddthey ame forward to
sponsor thdall club providingthe necessarfyinds toproperly equip tts yet unnared
team.Unfortunately itwasalso the end to theeng¢anguishene Lion Tameeswe knew
them most ofthem decided to take their swings with the nefelyned baseball club.

The Lion Tamers carried on bilteywere never the same.

The tryouts vere held and things weli@ing up. There is a belief thak.J. Fitzgerald
wasthe firstmanager of the club assisted by INéynn with Chuck Shepherdhowing

an avidinterest Theywere key figuresrom thefoundry and thus the team moniKer

the basball team becamihe Penetanguishene Spencer Foundry Rangbese

gentlema were dedicated and supportive to the club gueniding transportatiofor
theplayers sdhey could get to the out of tovgamesasvehicleswere essentially at a
premium simpy due to affordability.J.T. Payette, the owner of the local race track was
on board with the clulHe even placed his yacht, the Vacuna, at the disposal of the club
to get to a game that was arranged against Parry Sgiwed, theroads were nothing

shat of terrible making it dangerous to travel.

The teamevenmoved to different ball diamond locatiogeing fromtheSt . Anned s
Church site tahe Beck field at the south entrance of town as nmep@ce wasequired to
actually playthe gameThediamond bcationthereabouts ie/herethe Hydro One office

is andthe actual diamondas situategust aboutwvhere they park their service vehicles
today. The fi&d actually faced south towaréenetanguishene Sand and Gravel, which

was and iknowna s Ma r tley. Th@ Beld Weeded a lot of work and the players
themselveslong with many townsfollctually came forward to help whip a cow pasture
into a reasonable playing field.proper entrance and ticket bootlkenserectedogether

with a scoreboardere is gohotoof the Penetanguisheispener FoundryRangers in

front of thathomemadescoreboard éBe ¢ kFiéldin 1935.



Frontrow standing-Mervyn Dickey(reporter/statistician) Front row sittirfgred

Devilllers, Cy Richadson, Harold CrippinManagerdim Shaw, In fronflack
Spearn(Batboy friend of Jim Shaw Phil Marchildon, lvan Flynn (coagh

Back row standingValter Spearn, Dan McCuajdgnknown, Gerry Barbour, Bob
Crippin, Harry HaleJimmy Bald, Marius Bald.

The team al well. They did very well. They were a dominant foveghin the North
SimcoeBaseballLeagueas an Intermediate B team. They were godthaseearly years,
duingt he | at e 19 2 0 @ways naaordn tbpoof thetstandings dhe t
pitching was in good hands with the likes of Hal Crippin and Joe idatgrolling the
play. The infield was stellar made up of former Lion Tamers Jim BalgtaBob Crippin
manning 2°, Hal Crippin at shortstoandChuck Sheppard playind®3The outfield
consistebf DanMcCuaig, Harry Hale, Gerry Barbour and Cy Riatlson.The atching
dutieswerehandled by Fred Devillers who had moved frofhbase to behind thalate;



thatadjustment begawhen thg switched from softball tbaseball Stan Swain, Vern

Murray, MariusBald, Peg Spearand later BurDeschamps weraddedas needed

In the early 19306s, the Foundytgenireofger s r ec
Phil Marchildon.Phil was stilla high schooktudentwhen he joined the club and had

only been gching for two yearsln addition James Shaw, a shrewd baseball mag
broughtintomanage he team. Wi th Shawbs experience co
somet hing special was beginning to happen. F
knownbeganto flourish as a pitchewith afastballthat wasextto unhittable Word

soongot aroundhat the Foundry Rangers boasted an exciting and excellent pitcher.

Crowds flocked to Beck Field to watch the Babe pdddplaying hisstrikeout artist

prowess Newsgaper articles of the timghowed him striking out up to 18 batters in a

nine inning ball game-e wenthead to head with the bgstchers in the league and was

beating them on a regular basis. Guys like Smoky Smith from Collingwood, Warpy

Phillips from Meaford,Ernie Kirkup from Midland battled the Babe but more often than

not ended up on the losing end of things. Often the games were nothing stroepaf

battle between the pitchingrankse o pl e f | o ¢ k evidtuatlyshutBrgy dovwid s Fi el d

thetown to watch theball games.
Part 3

1934-The Ontario Play Downsversusthe Chatham Coloured All -Stars

This was to be the best year for fPenednguishene Spencer Foundry Rangéhey
won 2 exhibition games quite handily versus Barrie and Parry Sthisdvasthe game
theytravelledtoon J . T P a.yfkeey woeaGosrnamenain Orillia taking home
the Stover CupTheclub went 93 during the regular season. ThigfeatedBarrie in the
league playoff$wo games to nonbefore downingMleaford 2 garas to 1 with 2 other
gamesending in tiesThey won the Northern Ontario Baseball Associaptay downs
defeating North Bay 2 games to nomining bothgamedy a score of -D, just another
testament of thenasterydemonstrated bghe Babe. This hathem leadingup to the
Ontario finals an historical battle against a team from Chatfaie.would prove to be

their greatest challengs more ways than one.



The Chatham Coloed Stars were story ontotheir own. This club wasnly formed 2

years prior @ thisclimatic series anéstheteamname suggests, these men were all black
athletes. Theplayed exhibition games their first seasmeached the Ontario Finals in
1933,then joined th&ChathamCity Baseball League in 1934 losing only once
reinforcingjust how good a club they we(this teamalsowon theOntarioFinals in

1935. A significantitem of note regarding that teamasthat theyhada young outfielder

on theirroster by the name of Ferguson Jenkihe father othe Major Leagud@aseball

Hall of Famerof the same name

The Chatham Coloured Staisada set ofuniqueproblemshoweverEverywherethey

went they were treated differently because of the colour of their skin. Long road trips had

to be planned well in advance to enstinat the locality had a restaurant and a

hotefmotel that would serve tireneeds Some motels insisted that they arrive after dark

so the white guests would nevarow theywere there.There are a number ofn@itions

of what actuallyoccurredwith thet e a wsit ® Penearnguishenearound this sensitive

issue Don Talron, one ofC h a t Istarpitéhers related tosportswriterTom Hawthorn

in a speciahrticleto the Globe and Mail that the teamasturnedawayfrom a hotel in

Penetnguishene antadto stay at an inn in MidlandAnother version by one of the
Chathanplayers(believed to be &ust Harding)who wasbeing interviewed following

a ceremony honouring tiighathamsquad at the Sky Domwasthatthe tearmactually

returned taChathanmthe daythey arrived after being shunned byRenetanguishen

hotel. Gerry Barboumwaswatchingthis particulargameon television when this interview

wasbeing carried ouand hebecame so incenseegardinghis statement that he wrote

an article in theMidland Fee Presg aneffort toright a wrong. He even receivedall

from BettyBeauchampwhose familyhadmanagedhe Bruk Hotel at the time dhat

gameandshe verifiedGer r y6s st ance sQGanaddHauggndartheat finei t he
Brule Hotel wouldhaveturnedawayc u st omer s because of their sk

Irregardless of what actually took placeydsan issughats houl dndét have been.

The series was scheduled to be as impartial ashpesvith the first game to q@ayedin
Penetanguishene, the secdndbe played in Chathaandthe third to béneld onneutral
ground inthe city ofGuelphifitwasneededAnd t hat 6s the way it wen



In the first contest it was Babe Marchildon starting for the RangerBandaborn

countering forthe ColouredStars Phil had 19 strikeouts that day allowing 7 hits and 2

walks while Taborn struck out 7 and allowed 8 hits. The game went into extra innings

with Chatham scoring twice in the top of thé"1The headline in the local news was:

A3000 Fans PacilBeck Fe | d 0 Penet angui shene came out to ¢
forcebut werestrickenby the outcomasChathandefeated®Peneanguishene by a score

of 4-2

Theseries moveanto Chatham. The travel distance alone posed problems for the
Penetanguishenesquad The roads were fAli ke goat pathso
They traveled in a Willys Overland,Studebakerand givemumber of Fordslriven by

A.J. Fitzgerald Alf Cage, Ivan Flynn and Chuck Shepherd. It was approximately a 5 hour

run to get to theidestinatiorthat beinghe William Roth Hotel ChathamThere were

some fans that made the trip bt many due to the distance and trensportation

availability (or lack of).

The Rangers managed to win gamaf the series whetthey rallied in the mth inning

scoring 2 runs to take the leadd holdingonto towin before 1600 spectators at

Chathamés Athletic Field. The news coverage
provide details though Phil did indeed pitch gam&l#s was a hard foughbatest. The

London Free Press reported thathe third inningi Penet ang i nfiti el der Ba
w a s daartwhether this was first baseman Jinhisrbrothersecond baseman Marius

Bald) successfully faked being hit by a pitched ball and was wavBitdase which put

the fans in a tough mootaterin the ninthinningthere was a wild argumenthenthe

umpire called Chathamés Don Tabron safe at s
immediately changed his mind calling him out. Fans spilled otat the field and the

Penetanguishene squad took to the safety of the dressing room. Apparently the umpire

reversed his decision back to his original call of the runner beingftafenuch

deliberation The Penetanguishene players returned to the fidydafter the umpire

coaxed and pleaded with ManagargiefficiallylaamchShaw. Th

a protest however w a s neéded as the Rangers held on to win by a scdre-of



A personaknecdote that | can relate came from my father Jim 8htwtold me about

Game 2 whemhwas a youngstehat while the Chatham team was taking theirgaeme

infield, he said to Phil Mar chil don: ARecogn
AWhy should | know hi m3%hmwuldMgcadiedgourdagsfdr t o hi m:
youyesterday at the hotel. o0 True story!

Anyhow game three in Guelph proved to be interesting to say the least. Phil farased 18

well as a couple more in thelhningwhilehi s counterpart Ear | AFl a
with 12 strikeouts. Withthe Chathanmsquad leading-2 in the Rangers lattéralf of the

eleventh inning, thempires calledthe gamedue to chilly weathearkskies and lack of

sunlight. Chatharhadscored their g@headun in the top of the eleventn asqueeze

play but withdarknesgalling fast they elected to go for maiteusprolonging thegame

to such an extent that thesasn ot enough | i ght for halhe Ranger
of he inningThe game was called with Penetanguishene aviti1 ore out.. Thescore

hadto revert back to the previous inning, thus the ganed ina 2-2 tie.

Here is thebox scoreof that controversial game:



So, game three had to be replayed in Guelph. By now Phil Marchildon had a sore, tired
arm and was worn dowhle started but was hit hard ahad to baeplaced by Hal
Crippin who was somewhat effective but the damage was dbtweeRangers eventually

succumledto the Chatham Coloured A8tars 137 and theilongride was over.

All'in all it was a close, harfbught series as two of the games went to extra innings and
the other was won in the ninth. Those are pretty good indicators of just how thrilling this

series must have been with both teams more than evenly matche

Here is the box score of thetampiamship game:



